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I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be en-

lightenedé.ó Ephesians 1:18 
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DONôT LET IT DIE! 
As I prepare to end my ministry as Worship Leader and choir 
director at FBCS, I pray that the years spent at my post will not 
be wasted by the pressure to follow church trends. A mere four-
teen years ago, 63% of evangelical churches had worship 
choirs. Today, only 40% of those same churches have worship 
choirs and that number is still declining.  
The reasons vary but I believe in the future and relevance of the 
worship choir. Oh, Worship teams are fine. They have an im-
portant place in 21st-century worship leadership. Professional 
choral ensembles are OK for what they areðif you must. But 
there is nothing else like a volunteer choir. Here are my top four 
reasons: 
MOTIVATIONðA rare and special dynamic is created among 
people who donôt have to be there. Church choir members show 
up, week in and week out, out of love (see below). The only 
compensation they receive is the joy of being a part of this 
unique ministry and the joy of making music together. That is 
enough to keep them coming back. 
INSPIRATIONðThe members of a volunteer choir seek (and 
find) their inspiration in the music they sing and the opportunity 
they have to be part of something far greater than the sum of its 
parts. You canôt experience the thrill of an ensemble singing by 
yourselfðthe beautiful forte blend, or the subtlety of a well-
rehearsed pianissimo. In a church choir, ordinary people can 
experience the thrill of a text coming to life as they sing a well-
rehearsed anthem, hymn, or psalm. 
FELLOWSHIPðA volunteer choir creates a community unlike 
any other. As a choir meets together, week in and week out, 
they ñdo lifeò together. They pray for one anotherðcelebrating 
births, mourning deaths, welcoming new members, and grieving 
the departure of good friends. A healthy choir can be one of the 
strongest small groups in a congregation. 
LOVEðLove is what makes a volunteer church choir: love of 
music, love for each other, and especially love of the Savior. 
Love brings a young entrepreneur rushing in for rehearsal after 
a week of conferences in a foreign country. Love inspires a 
businessman to drive several hours through holiday traffic to 
make the dress rehearsal for a Christmas concert. Love causes 
a young couple to rearrange their lives so that choir rehearsal 
becomes ñdate nightò on a weekly basis. (None of these exam-
ples are imagined). 
In closing, I have enjoyed my years here and will miss the pres-
sure of the ñjobò, the joy that comes with a ñperfectò performance 
of the selected piece, working with Meredith twice a week or 
more insuring that the music meets with our Saviors approval 
and I will miss leading this congregation in worship and praise of 
our LORD Jesus Christ. The only thing that I ask in leaving is 
this é DONôT LET IT DIE!!! - Pastor Greg Smith 
This editorial was inspired by, including direct wording from the article ñA Case for the Church Choirò by Paul Deffeman ï 
January 17, 2019  
 
 
 

Pastor Greg, although Iõve only been here at FBC a few months 
itõs clear to me that you have a true servantõs heart.  This church 

has been blessed to have you lead them in worship for these past 
few years.  While we havenõt had the pleasure of serving togeth-
er long, I see that you and I share the same passion and love for 

God-centered worship.  You and I come from very different gen-
erations, but our love for the volunteer choir in the body of be-
lievers is the same.  I truly believe that God has big plans for FBC 

in the area of worship, and the church choir, along with other 
musical elements of the church body, will play a major role in 
those plans.  I thank you for the foundation youõve helped to 

build here at FBC and pray your retirement years will be truly 
blessed.  We will miss you. 
Through His Grace, Pastor Jason 

OUR MISSION: 

 

To  

connect 

people to 

God and  

connect  

people to 

each  

other  

 

to  

produce  

powerful,  

positive 

life 

Change  



Serving 

December 1, 2019 

Serving  

December 8, 2019 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS   

MONDAY -THURSDAY  

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

FRIDAY  

9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.     

Office #:  (816) 324 -3314  

IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY   please call Pastor 

Dan @ (816)261 -7271.  If no answer in the office 

on a work day , please leave a message on voice 

mail and someone will return your call as soon as 

possible.    

              Fax #816-324-7634 

                 E-Mail: fbcsavmain@gmail.com         

      www.fbcsavamo.com  

PARKING  LOT  ATTENDANTS 

VISITATION TEAM 
 

        

 DEACONS OF THE  WEEK  

 

Ushers 

Doug Watson 
Billy Kretzer 

John Grisamore 

CortôNey Turner 

Steve Haer 
 
 

Invocation 

Tim Kelley 
 

Greeter(s) 

Shirley Steiner 
 

Welcome Center 

Betty Sybert 
 

Security Team 
Team 4 

 

Nursery 

Connie Brosi 

 

Van Driver 

Mark Vincent 
 

 

Intercessory Prayer 

Judy Gibson 

ATTENDANCE 

November 17, 2019 November 24, 2019 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

251   254 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

177   173 

BUDGET OFFERING 
10-20-2019  10-06-2019  10-13-2019 

 
           

WEEKLY BUDGET NEEDS 
$7,263.00 

 

           

  BUDGET  RECEIPTS 
$5,127.82  $8,908.00  $9,083.35 

 
 

 BFT RECEIPTS 
$20.00   $130.00  $20.00 

 
                   

DESIGNATED RECEIPTS 
$309.00   $236.64   $1,169.00 

                      

Serving 

December 15, 2019 
 
 
 

 

Ushers 

Corky Cundiff 

Gary Lowrance 

Don Lawrence 

Steve Cole 

Ron Leeson 
 
 

Invocation 

Rick Smith 
 

Greeter(s) 

Corky & Ginny 

Cundiff 
 

Welcome Center 

Charlette Cantrell 
 

Security Team 
Team 1 

 

Nursery 
 

Van Driver 

Harold Morgan 
 

 

Intercessory Prayer 

Pastor Jeff Davis 

 

Ushers 

Don Jones 
Mark Vincent 

Mark Alexander 

Richard White 

Tim Kelley 
 
 

Invocation 

Don Jones 
 

Greeter(s) 

Vernie Shat 

Wilburn Moran 
 

Welcome Center 

Shirley Steiner 
 

Security Team 
Team 2 

 

Nursery 

Ashley Price 
 

Van Driver 

Don Jones 
 

 

Intercessory Prayer 

Steve Lewis 

 

Dec 1, 2019 
Donna Morris 

Valinda Robertson 

 

Dec 8, 2019 
Carole Paxton 

Fonda Gabriel 

 

Dec 15, 2019 
Bob & Debbie 

Coats 

Dec 1, 2019 

Gary Lowrance 
Dec 8, 2019 

Kevin Cole 
Dec 15, 2019 

Gary Cole 

Dec 1, 2019 

Darin Sloan 

390-2086 

 

Tom Toalson 

617-8600 

Dec 8, 2019 

Caryl Walker 

324-4237 

 

 

Dec 15, 2019 

Gary Lowrance 

324-4068 

 

Phil Gould 

721-7702 



WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

December 1, 2019 - December 7, 2019 

 

December 1:  SUNDAY 
8:45am Prayer Time 
9:00am Worship 
10:15am Sunday School 
1:45pm  Nursing Home Ministry 
5:00pm  Financial Peace University 
 

December 2:  MONDAY 
 

December 3:  TUESDAY 
1:30pm  WOM #1 Meeting 
 

December 4:  WEDNESDAY 
Mission Trip to West Virginia - Please Pray 
9:30am Womenõs Bible Study 
5:15pm  Dinner - Carole Paxtonõs group 
6:00pm  Youth - Student Ministry 
6:00pm  Adult Bible Study 
6:00pm  Childrenõs Christmas Program  
  Practice & Crafts 
7:00pm  Choir 
7:30pm  Menõs/Boyõs Basketball 
 

December 5:  THURSDAY 
Mission Trip to West Virginia - Please Pray 

 

December 6:  FRIDAY 
Mission Trip to West Virginia - Please Pray 

  

December 7:  SATURDAY 
Mission Trip to West Virginia - Please Pray 

WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

December 8, 2019 - December 14, 2019 

 

December 8:  SUNDAY 
Mission Trip to West Virginia - Please Pray 
8:45am Prayer Time 
9:00am Worship 
10:15am Sunday School 
11:30am Clothing Giveaway 
5:00pm  Financial Peace University 
 

December 9:  MONDAY 
6:00pm  Deacon & Wives Dinner 
 

December 10:  TUESDAY 
6:00pm  Youth Leaderõs Meeting - Davisõ 
 

December 11:  WEDNESDAY 
5:15pm  Dinner - Debbie Coleõs group 
6:00pm  Youth - Student Ministry 
6:00pm  Adult Bible Study 
6:00pm  Childrenõs Christmas Program  
  Practice & Crafts 
7:00pm  Choir 
7:30pm  Menõs/Boyõs Basketball 
 

December 12:  THURSDAY 
6:00pm  High School Bible Study 
6:00pm  Mission Team Meeting 
 

December 13:  FRIDAY 
  

December 14:  SATURDAY 

WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

December 15, 2019 - December 21, 2019 

 

December 15:  SUNDAY 
8:45am Prayer Time 
9:00am Worship -  
      Childrenõs Christmas Program 
10:15am Sunday School 
5:00pm  Financial Peace University 
 

December 16:  MONDAY 
 

December 17:  TUESDAY 
 

December 18:  WEDNESDAY 
5:15pm  Dinner - Debbie Walkerõs group 
6:00pm  Youth -  
  Ugly Christmas Sweater &  
  Christmas Caroling 
6:00pm  Adult Bible Study 
6:00pm  Childrenõs Activities & Crafts 
7:00pm  Choir 
7:30pm  Menõs/Boyõs Basketball 
 

December 19:  THURSDAY 
6:00pm  High School Bible Study 
 

December 20:  FRIDAY 
  

December 21:  SATURDAY 
12:00pm Parentõs Afternoon Out 

Check us out on the 
web:   

www.fbcsavmo.com 
 

(QR Reader is required) 
 

Like us on Facebook:   
First Baptist Church Savannah, MO 

 
Electronic Giving 

 

Senior Pastor: Dr. Jason Abbott 

Follow us on twitter @fbcsavmo!  

Pastor of Admin & 
Technology                    

Dan Mefford                        
Youth Pastor                  

Jeff Davis 
Senior Adults/  

Childrenôs Minister 

Stephanie Mefford                           

Minister of Music                                                                         
Greg Smith 

Musician(s)                         

    Meredith McDonald  

Custodian                     
Terry Toalson 

Part-Time Custodian 

Ruthie VanSchoiack       
     Secretary              

       Roberta Watson        

ʴˀˑ˄ˍ˓˨˒ ʥ˅˓˄ˑˍˎˎˍ ʳ˔˓ 

ʻ˄ ˀˑ˄ ˏˋˀˍˍˈˍˆ ˀ ʴˀˑ˄ˍ˓˨˒ ʥ˅˓˄ˑˍˎˎˍ ʳ˔˓ ˅ˎˑ 
December 21st from 12 noon to 4:00 PM.  
Children birth through 5th Grade are wel-
come!  Registration forms are available on 
our website for pre-registration.  If you have 
any questions, please let Jeff Davis know. 



         The next Enlightener date will be: 

December 11, 2019  

Submission deadline - 12/06 by 9am 

December 18 - Ugly Christmas Sweater/ 

        Christmas Caroling 

December 21 - Parentõs Afternoon Out 

Financial Peace University  
 

What is Financial Peace University?  Itõs a 

class that teaches you how to: 

¶ Pay of Debt 
¶ Budget 
¶ Save Money 
¶ Give Generously 
 

Dave Ramsey created Financial Peace Uni-

versity nearly 25 years ago after learning 

how to pay off debt, save and spend 

wisely, and build wealth. Today, millions 

have used the same principles to trans-

form their lives. 

When:  Classes started Sunday, October 

20th (runs for 9 weeks ending in Decem-

ber 2019) 

Time:  5pm ð 7pm 

Where:  First Baptist Church, Savannah, 

MO 

If you have questions or would like to 

sign-up for the class, please see Phil 

Gould (816.721.7702). 

Clothing Giveaway Info:  
 

We have begun collecting items for the 

giveaway.  The giveaway is scheduled for 

Sunday, December 8th from 11:30 AM to 

2:00 PM.  If you are able to help after 

2:00 PM to clean up, please come help.  If 

you have a truck and would be able to 

help Monday, December 9th,  to take the 

extra items to AFL-CIO, please see Ter-

ry Toalson to set up that time. 

Thank you! 

Hey everyone!  We are looking for some 

additional safety/security team members.  

It does require a bit of a commitment - 

you will work one Sunday and the follow-

ing Wednesday evening each month.  

You will also have a background check 

run.  If you would be willing to serve, 

please call or text Doug Watson - 816-

261-4760 or call the church ofĜce - 816-

324-3314.   

This position is open to men or women 

and we are developing training to help 

you along. 

Come join us as we help keep others 

safe.  Thank you and GOD BLESS! 

If you do NOT want 

your email address 

used for Right Now 

Media, please let Pas-

tor Dan know or call 

the church office.  

Poinsettia Orders:  

If you would 

like to order a 

Poinsettia in 

memory of a 

loved one, 

please contact 

the church of-

fice.  They are going to be $12.50 

this year.  Please have your orders 

to Roberta by Friday, December  

6th.   

On Sunday, December 1st during 

Sunday School, Pastor Dan will be 

in the gym demonstrating our 

new church website.   

 

Come find out how 

to sign up for the 

registered users 

area and  

other aspects.  





1 - George Budine 

1 - Martha Case 

2 - Steve Brosi 

2 - Patricia Price 

3 - Chloe Gazarek 

3 - Donna Lance 

3 - David Lowrance 

4 - Carrie Watkins 

5 - Brooke McDonald 

5 - Pastor Dan Mefford 

5 - Zavier Salinas 

7 - Larry Burns 

7 - Aleisa Gillenwater 

7 - Hayley Meadows 

8 - Serena Cole 
8 - Keith Thrasher 

8 - Payton Toalson 

8 - Wryder Wyble 

9 - Allen Sullender 

10 - Brenda Gates 
10 - Sarah Ingram 

10 - Kerry Martin 

11 - Cody Curran 

11 - Monty Lance 

11 - Erik McKeighan 

12 - Alma Atkins 

12 - Jerilyn Fleenor 

12 - Kirk Koelzer 

13 - Valerie Hanna 

13 - Nicole Parsons 

13 - Bridgette Whetsel 

14 - Beverly Forrester 

15 - Brittany Caton 

15 - Gary Cook 

15 - Linda Gillspie 

15 - Seth Helmich 

15 - Kodi Moore 

16 - Mary Bunton 

16 - Devan Conroy 

16 - Ermel Johnson 

17 - Bobbie Bell 

18 - Trenton Brosi 

18 - Connie Field 

18 - Rebecca Hector 

18 - Ashley Holden 

18 - Carrie Martz 

18 - Nichole McKeighan 

18 - Bobby Smith 

19 - Christine Durfey 

19 - Pamela Hoyt 

20 - Kurt Loeffelholz 

20 - Beverly Null 

21 - June Clark 

21 - Doug las Nigh 

22 - Karen Lawrence 

22 - Tyler St. Denny 

23 - Leisa Blair 

23 - Judy Glauser 

23 - Bridget Nigh 

23 - Tonya Sharp 

24 - Hedwig Buis 

25 - Jesie Phillips 

26 - Terrel Clark 

26 - Elizabeth Garrison 

26 - Donna Speer 

27 - Keli Morris 

27 - Tyler Swink 

28 - Jim Paxton 

29 - Danna Lenhart 

29 - Harlan Martin 

30 - Henrietta Fair 

30 - Melissa Neal 

30 - William Rasco 

31 - Julia Cliff 

31 - Matthew Lance 

31 - Carole Paxton 

31 - Samantha Wright 

Donald & Barbara Wagner       December 22nd 

 

Monty & Jeri Fleenor         December 31st 


