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I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be en-

lightened….” Ephesians 1:18 

Connecting Building Sharing  
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OUR MISSION: 

 

To  

connect 

people to 

God and  

connect  

people to 

each  

other 

 

to  

produce  

powerful,  

positive 

life 

Change 

Gifts on Our First Christmas 

by Dr. Ralph F. Wilson 

The first Christmas after we were married was pretty 

slim as Christmases go. I was in the army, living off 

base in Maryland — and we were broke. 

We went down to a Christmas tree lot in town to find 

a tree, but they were all too expensive. Finally, the 

owner, seeing my uniform, said, "We have a special 

price for active military," and gave us a tree for half-

price. 

We had no lights or ornaments, except a couple box-

es of very tiny blue and yellow balls and some pressed 

Spritz cookies that my wife Jean baked and hung on 

the tree. 

On Christmas morning we opened our gifts to each 

other. Jean had given me a bird book — which I still 

have to this day — and I had given her a pin and some 

fur-lined leather gloves. 

It was the leanest Christmas of our lives, but the one 

I'll remember the best. It was about giving something 
personal to the one I cherished and receiving some-

thing special from the one who loved me. 

It is in simple, loving giving and receiving that we find 

the Heart of the Christmas. 

God gave us the most precious thing to Him — His 

only begotten Son. 

He came as a baby, born in a stable, laid in a rough 

wooden manger, and 33 years later died on a rude 

wooden cross for our sins. Then Easter morning God 

raised Him from the dead! 

God gave us His most precious, His most costly gift 

that Christmas night. 

And what do you have to give to Him that He really 

wants? 

A prayer? A song? Good, but not enough. 

An offering of a few dollars or a few hundred dollars? 

That's good, but if that's all, it somehow cheapens 

Christmas and turns it into a commercial transaction. 

That's only money -- and you can earn more of that. 

On Christmas, the only gift that is worthy is to give 

Him, the only gift He really hopes for, Is that which is 

most precious to you — and most costly: your heart, 

your life,  your love, your future. 

Perhaps you've withheld this special gift from Him, 

but now is the time. At this special time, don't with-

hold from Him the only gift He really desires from 

you. 

Father, at this Christmas time we thank You for Your 

gift of Jesus. And somehow we want to reciprocate, to 

give You a gift, but we know we have nothing to com-

pare with Your Gift. Yet, right now we open up our 

hearts to You. We surrender ourselves to You. We 

give You our hearts. We give You our lives. Please 

bestow on us Your eternal life. In Jesus' name, we 

pray. Amen. 



Serving 

Dec. 7, 2025 

Serving  

Dec. 14, 2025 

WELCOME CENTER & VISITATION TEAM 

 

Classic Service Nursery 
Jennifer Lowrance 

 
Sunday School Nursery 

Deidre Turner 
Anne Toalson 

 
Contemporary Nursery 

Angie Ziolkowski 
Reagan Alexander 

 
Security Team 

Team 2 
 

Van Driver 
Harold Morgan 

Serving 

Dec. 21, 2025 
 
 
 

 

Classic Service Nursery 
Shawn & DeAnna Younkin 

 
Sunday School Nursery 

Jennifer Lowrance 
Anne Toalson 

 
Contemporary Nursery 

Ashley Melvin 
Jazlyn Nigh 

 
Security Team 

Team 4 
 

Van Driver 
Tom Toalson 

 

Classic Service Nursery 
Leah Helmich 

 
Sunday School Nursery 

DeAnna Younkin 
Anne Toalson 

 
Contemporary Nursery 
Kyle & Caitlind Budine 

 
Security Team 

Team 3 
 

Van Driver 
Kelly Speer 

Dec. 7, 2025 

Ted & Nola Coats 
Dec. 14, 2025 

Debbie Coats 

Robin Burns 

Dec. 21, 2025 

Carole Paxton 
Karen McGaughey 

Serving 

Dec. 28, 2025 
 
 
 

 

Classic Service Nursery 
Debbie Cole 

 
Sunday School Nursery 

Sara Alexander 
Anne Toalson 

 
Contemporary Nursery 

Sarah & Vivian Roller 
 

Security Team 
Team 1 

 
Van Driver 
Don Jones 

Dec. 28, 2025 

Caryl & Debbie 

Walker 

GREETERS 
 

Dec. 7, 2025 

Bill & Cindy Stone 
 

Dec. 14, 2025 

Volunteer 
 

Dec. 21, 2025 

Fonda Gabriel 
 

Dec. 28, 2025 

Volunteer 

 

BUDGET OFFERING 

  10/5/2025 10/12/2025 10/19/2025 10/26/2025 

$11,393.52 $9,049.25 $8,706.83 $5,937.06 

 

WEEKLY BUDGET NEEDS 
$9,244.00  

 
 BUDGET  RECEIPT       

$10,741.52 $7,294.00  $8,111.83 $5,817.05 
 

 BFT RECEIPTS 
 $540.00     $20.00     $20.00    $20.00 
 

DESIGNATED RECEIPT 

 $112.00  $1,735.25  $575.00   $100.01 

ATTENDANCE 

Nov. 2, 2025 Nov. 9, 2025     Nov. 16, 2025           Nov. 23, 2025      Nov. 30, 2025  

 

CLASSIC SERVICE 

        161                       165                              140                           250                               122  

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE 

          60                         68                               65                       Thanksgiving                  78 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

         148                       137    137                           152                                124 



WEEKLY EVENTS 

Dec. 7, 2025– Dec. 13, 2025 
 
 

Dec. 7:  SUNDAY 
7:30am  Deacon Meeting 
8:30am  Classic Service 
9:35am  Sunday School 
10:45am Contemporary Service 
1:45pm  Nursing Home Services 
   
Dec. 8:  MONDAY 
6:00pm  Ladies Bible Study 
 
Dec. 9:  TUESDAY 
 
Dec. 10:  WEDNESDAY 
9:30am  Ladies Bible Study 
10:30am WMU Meeting 
11:00am Bible Recap Study 
5:00pm  Wed. Nite Supper 
6:00pm  Children’s Bible Study 
6:00pm  Adult Bible Study 
6:00pm  Men’s Bible Study 
6:00pm  MS/HS Kingdom  
  Youth 
7:05pm  Choir Practice 
 
Dec. 11:  THURSDAY                 
 
Dec. 12:  FRIDAY 
 
Dec. 13:  SATURDAY 
 

WEEKLY EVENTS 

Dec. 14, 2025-Dec. 20, 2025 
 

 
 

Dec. 14:  SUNDAY 
8:30am  Classic Service 
9:35am  Sunday School 
10:45am Contemporary Service 
 
Dec. 15:  MONDAY 
10:00am WOM Meeting 
6:00pm  Ladies Bible Study 
 
Dec. 16: TUESDAY 
10:00am Second Harvest 
  Fresh Mobile Pantry 
 
Dec. 17:  WEDNESDAY 
9:30am  Ladies Bible Study 
11:00am Bible Recap Study 
5:00pm  Wed. Nite Supper 
6:00pm  Children’s Bible Study 
6:00pm  Adult Bible Study 
6:00pm  Men’s Bible Study 
6:00pm  MS/HS Kingdom  
  Youth 
7:05pm  Choir Practice 
 
Dec. 18:  THURSDAY 
 
Dec. 19:  FRIDAY 
 
Dec. 20: SATURDAY  
 

WEEKLY EVENTS 

Dec. 21, 2025-Dec. 27, 2025 
 

 

Dec. 21:  SUNDAY 
8:30am  Classic Service 
9:35am  Sunday School 
10:45am Contemporary Service 
 
Dec. 22:  MONDAY 
6:00pm  Ladies Bible Study 
 
Dec. 23:  TUESDAY 
 
Dec. 24:  WEDNESDAY 
Christmas Eve (Office Closed) 
6:00pm  Christmas Eve Service 
 
Dec. 25: THURSDAY 
Christmas Day (Office Closed) 
 
Dec. 26:  FRIDAY 
 
Dec. 27: SATURDAY 
 
 

WEEKLY EVENTS 

Dec. 28, 2025-Jan. 3, 2026 
 

 

Dec. 28:  SUNDAY 
8:30am  Classic Service 
9:35am  Sunday School 
10:45am Contemporary Service 
 
Dec. 29:  MONDAY 
6:00pm  Ladies Bible Study 
 
Dec. 30:  TUESDAY 
 
Dec. 31:  WEDNESDAY 
New Year’s Eve (Be Safe Tonight!) 
 
Jan. 1: THURSDAY 
New Year’s Day (Office Closed) 
 
Jan. 2: FRIDAY 
 
Jan. 3: SATURDAY 
 
 

 



CHURCH OFFICE HOURS   

MONDAY-THURSDAY 

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

FRIDAY 

9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.     

Office Phone#:  (816) 324-3314  

IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY please call Pas-

tor Jason @ (816)259-6874.  If no answer in the of-

fice on a work day, please leave a message on voice 

mail and someone will return your call as soon as 

possible.    

E-Mail: fbcsavmain@gmail.com 

www.fbcsavmo.com 

         The next Enlightener date will be: 

Dec. 31, 2025 

Submission deadline - 12/23/25 by 9am 

Senior Pastor:  
Dr. Jason Abbott 

Kingdom Youth 
Our Theme for 2025 is 

“Delight Yourself in the 

Lord!”   
 

 

Our current focus is: taking our 

time and learning slowly and dili-

gently about God. 

Feel free to contact Pastor CT - 501-310-9017 

or email him at youthfbcsav@gmail.com if you 

have any questions or concerns. 

Church email addresses: 
 

Pastor Jason’s email: fbcsavjason@gmail.com 

Pastor Cort’Ney’s email: youthfbcsav@gmail.com 

Office Email:  fbcsavmain@gmail.com 

Emily’s Email: fbcsavemily@gmail.com 

Daniel’s Email: danielbootsmoss@gmail.com 

Lisa’s Email:  

Any questions, please contact the church office. 

Lottie Moon was appointed by the Interna-

tional Mission Board (IMB, then Foreign Mis-

sion Board) in 1873 to serve in Tengchow, 

China. She was 32 years old, and she turned 

down a marriage proposal to follow God’s 

lead, choosing a life far different from her 

upbringing in a wealthy Southern family. Lot-

tie would go on to serve in China for 39 

years. She was committed to bringing the 

good news to the Chinese people. She 

learned the Chinese language, adopted Chi-

nese dress, learned the customs, and baked 

cookies to draw people to her home.  Ac-

cording to IMB, “Lottie didn’t just serve the 

people of China; she identified with them. 

Many eventually accepted her. And some ac-

cepted her Savior.” 

Lord, I pray for missionaries who are making a 

foreign land their home. Empower them to truly 

identify with the people they serve and help 

more people come to know their Savior. 

     

Like us on Facebook: 

First Baptist Church 

Savannah, MO 

Check us out on the 

web: 

www.fbcsavmo.com 

(QR Reader Required) 

We will be pushing out our  new church app 

in the coming weeks and we are excited to 

share it everyone! We appreciate everyone’s 

grace and patience as we continue to make 

these sweeping changes as we know that 

change is difficult to accept. We will also be 

working on our new and improved FBC web-

site as we move into 2026. We will also be 

using Tithe.ly as our notification method as 

much as possible going forward as it does 

give us the ability to send push messages via 

the app as well as text messages through the 

system. For those who do not text and will 

not use the app, we will continue to have a 

small OneCall presence to ensure that no-

body misses out on important messages. 

Let Pastor Jason or Sarah know if you have 

questions. We will discontinue ServantKeep-

er in the month of December so if you need 

access to someone’s phone number or ad-

dress, please contact Sarah in the office and 

she will be glad to assist you during this time 

of transition. 

Youth Pastor 
Cort’Ney Turner 
Music Minister 

Daniel Moss 
Interim Worship Minister 

Lisa Gronniger 
Children’s Minister 

Emily Moss 

Custodian 
Terry Toalson 

Part-Time Custodian 
Patty Wilson 

Administrative Assistant 
Sarah Roller 

Tithe.ly Giving 





December 
 

Dec. 14–Daniel & Emily Moss 
 
Dec. 19–Seth & Leah Helmich 
 
Dec. 21–Jacob & Amanda Hoecker 
 
Dec. 22–Donald & Barbara Wagner 
 
Dec. 31–Monty & Jerilyn Fleenor 

 

21–June Clark 

22–Karen Lawrence 

23–Judy Glauser 

23–Bridget Nigh 

24–Hedy Buis 

24–Ronzell Tatum 

25–Chuck Miller 

26–Terrel Clark 

26–Donna Speer 

26–Charlie Phillips 

28–Jim Paxton 

30–Chris Herrod 

31–Carole Paxton 

January 
 
2–Jeff Esely 

7–Josiah Abbott 

8–Jazlyn Nigh 

11–George Birdsong 

11–Cathy Newberry 

14–Christie Lightle 

19–Roy Hazzard 

20–Duane Koehler 

21–Tracey Hazzard 

22–Lonnie Bryant 

25–Ginny Mickel 

25–Patty Wilson 

26–Patsy Kretzer 

26–Robert Jandorf 

27–Jayme Voss 

29–Ashli Lawrence 

29–Chuck Morgan 

31–Tom Toalson 

31–Henry Voss 

December 
 
2–Steve Brosi 

2–Ethan Jensen 

3–Chloe Gazarek 

3–David Lowrance 

3–Donna Peterson 

4–Curtis Wampler 

5–Steve Bryson 

7–Larry Burns 

12–Jerilyn Fleenor 

15–Seth Helmich 

16–Ermel Johnson 

18–Carrie Martz 

19–Pamela Hoyt 

20–Beverly Null 

 

January 
 

Jan. 8–Shawn & DeAnna Younkin 


